12 April 1946 


Military Government 


Weekly Health Report 


This report is a 
continuation of the Public Health Section 
of the Military Government 
WEEKLY FIELD REPORT 


It should be considered only as a histori- 
cal recording of certain operational de- 
tails,problems and observations deemed 
by the field personnel to be of sufficient 
importance to report to higher head- 
quarters. Monthly reports absorb impor- 
tant matters and contain conclusions 
based upon factual data officially sub- 
mitted for the purpose of estimated 
operational progress 


HEADQUARTERS 
UNITED STATES FORCES EUROPEAN THEATER 
OFFICE OF MILITARY GOVERNMENT (U.S. ZONE) 
PUBLIC HEALTH BRANCH 


Occupied Germany: 


Communicable Diseases: Attached as Appendices “A”, “B”, “C”’, are cases 
and deaths by Regierungsbezirk and Land and case rates by Regierungsbezirk and 
Land for the week ending 23 March 1946. Attached as Appendix “D” is a summary 
of animal diseases during the two week period 16—28 February 1946 (Field reports 
cover only 2 week periods), 


For the third consecutive week there has been a decrease in the incidence 
of Typhoid and Paratyphoid Fever in the United States Sector of Berlin with the week 
ending 30 March showing only half as many cases as in the previous week. Dysentery, 
diphtheria, and typhus fever all show a reduced incidence as compared with the previous 
week but scarlet fever shows an increases. 


Nutrition: Land Wuerttemberg-Baden reports a difficult food situation in 
regard to the Tuberculosis patients from the American Sector hospitalized in the 
French Zone, where 60 patients are accommodated at present. An additional 600 are 
proposed to be sent to French Southern Wuerttemberg for a more favorable climate. 
At present the patients receive the basic ration of 800 calories per day plus an addi- 
tional 1000 calories. Military Government Food and Agriculture officials agree to ship 
additional food to increase the present ration to 2700 calories per day per person if 
the patients are hospitalized in not more than 3 or 4 institutions. 


Hospitalization: There were 11764 normal beds available in the U.S. Sector 
of Berlin for the week ending 27 March 1946, of which 9940 or 84.4% were occupied. 
Extensive reconstruction and repair is going on in two hospitals. 


Nursing Affairs: Bremen reports that the Deaconess Hospital School for 
Nursing has been authorized to reopen effective April 3, 1946, In Land Wuerttemberg~ 
Baden the Nurse Practice Act has been revised, eliminating National Socialist theories, 
and including provisions for raising the general standards of nurses. Final approval 


rests with the Army Public Health Nurses at USFET. 


Sanitation: Water shortages are imminent in many parts of Bavaria, due 
to lack of construction and maintenance during the war years, and due to the very 
great increase of population during the war and now refugees coming in. There 
are great difficulties in obtaining construction materials, but a Land-wide program 
of water supply control and supervision under the Landesamt fuer Wasserversor~ 
gung is making allocations of available materials on a priority bases. The water 
supply for Bremen is expected to be adequate for all needs, with rehabilitation of the 
damaged filter units proceeding satisfactorily. Steps have been taken to increase the 
water supply for Wiesbaden area and it appears that the supply will be adequate to 
meet normal needs this coming summer. Water shortages have occurred each summer 
in various places in Wuerttemberg~Baden during the summers of the war years, Ex~ 
pansion is already underway to relieve this situation. The Stuttgart city water supply 
is at present under study. Seventeen water sources are employed by the city and 69 
pressure areas. Twelve water sources are chlorinated and it is anticipated that complete 
chlorination will be possible by June. At present the water of Stuttgart meets German 
Standards but not those of the U.S. Army. 


Animal Diseases: New diseases reported this period are swine encephalities 
and equine encephalomyelities, both on a very small scale. Diseases that show a decline 
over the previous period are swine erysipelas, swine fever, and scabies. Diseases 
showing about the same occurrence as past period are bovine tuberculosis, equine 
infectious anemia, foot-and-mouth-disease, and fowl pest. Diseases present last period 
but not reported this period are anthrax and dourine. 
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